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10 FOLLowING HAS 3EE~ A~NOU~CED 3Y nEoART~E~r OF DEFENSE I~ WASH DC:
Ao A UoSo NAVY TECK~ICAL RESEARCH SHIPp THE USS LI3ERfY CA3rR~5>

WAS ATTACKED A30uT asea AoM 0 EASTER~ DAYL ISH r r1\4£ TODAY t) APPROX IMAT""
ELY FIFTEE~ MILES NORTH OF THE SINAI PE~~INSULA I~ INTER~ArIONAL ~ArERS

OF THE MEDITERANEAN SE~o THE lI3ERTY DEPARTED RorA~ SPAIN JUNE 2 p

ARRIVING AT HER POSIrIO~ THIS ~OR~I~3 fO ASSURE COM~U~ICArIO~ dETWEEN
UoSo GOVERNMENT POSTS I~ THE MIDDLE EAST A~D TO ASSIST IN RELAYING
INFOR\4ATION CONCERNING THE EVACUATIO~ OF ~~ERICAN DEPEDENTS AND
OTHER AMERICAN CITIZENS FROM THE cou~rRIES OF THE MIDDLE EASTo ./

IIr
do THE u,So GOVERN~EN r HAS 3EEIIJ IIIJFORMED 3'( THE I SRAELI GOVERNMENT e ,

THAf THE ArTAC~ WAS ~ADE I~ ERROR 3Y ISRAALI FORCES AND AN APOLOGY
HAS aEEN RECEIVED FRO~ TEL AV!Vo
Co THE INITIAL REPORTS OF CASUALTIES ARE: fOUR DEAD A~D FIVE THREE
WOUNDEDo THE lI3ERIY IS srEA~I~3 NORTH FROM THE AREA AT A SPEED OF
EIGHT KNOTS TO ~EEr UoSo FORCES VOVI~G TO HER ~rDo IT IS R£PORTED THAT
SHE IS IN NO DA~GER OF SI~KI~Go

20 FOR COMSIXTHFLT/CTf 6Z: A30VE SHOULD 3E SIVEN TO NEwSMEN AT SEA
ASAPo FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL I~FOR~ATION MAY 3E USED IN ANSWER TO I~'

QUERIES~

SHIP WAS ATTACKED dr YOTOR TORoEOO aOAT A~D AIRCRAFTo ONE TORPEDO
HIre THE SHIP WAS ARMED wITH FOUR 50=CALo MACHI~E GUNS AND IT IS ~OT

KNOWN IF SHE RETUR~ED FIREo
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THE CREW CO~SI SlED OF O'~E FI\I~ OFr leERS, ['''10 SEVEN FIVE ENL I srED 9 (1,;30
THREE CIVILIAN TECH~ICAL REPnESEN!~rIVESo

DIMENSIONS OF THE SHIP~ LENGTH FOUR FIVE rIVE FEEr~ dE AM SIX TWO FEEI,
DRAFi TwO THREE, DISPACEvE~r O~E O~E ZERO ZERO ro~so SHE IS DESIGNAf~t

AN AGTR (TECH~ICAL RESEARC~ SHIP)"
THE MISSION OF THIS TYPE SHIP IS TO CO~Ducr rECH~ICAL RESEARCH
OPERATIONS IN SUPPORT OF UoSe N~VY ELECTRONIC RESEARCH PROGRAM WHICH
INCLUDE ELECTR~ ~AGNATIC PROP~G~rIO~ STUDIES A~D ADVA~CED COMMUNICATION
SYSTEMS, SUCH AS SATELLITE CO~MU~ICATIONo YOU ~AY NOT GO BEYOND THIS
OESCR IPTI O~"
SHE: IS NOT A COMaAT SHIPo SHE \1OVED TO THE MIDDLE EAST TO HELP PROTECr "'I

AMERICAN NATIONALS AS THE POSSI3LE ~EED FOR SUCH PROTECTION 3ECAME
APPARENT~ HER LOCArIO~ AT THE TI~E OF ATrAC~: WAS THREE ONE DEGREES
TWO THREE MINUTES NORTH~ THREE THREE DE3REES Two FIVE MINUTES EASTo
30 FOR ALL: DETAILS OF RESCUE/ASSISTANCE ARE UNCLASSIFIED AND MAY 3E
RELEASED WHEN AVAILA3LEo
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